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Exporting seafood to the EU 

• As a general principle, seafood can be exported to the EU only by 
approved countries and approved establishments (processing 
plants, factory or freezing vessels, brokers).

• For aquaculture products (including live bivalve mollusks), only 
approved establishment can export from approved production 
zones or areas. 
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Exporting seafood to the EU 

A) LIST OF COUNTRIES: Commission Decision 2006/766/EC lays down the 
list of countries and territories from which imports of fishery products 
and bivalve mollusks, echinoderms, tunicates and marine gastropods are 
permitted 

B) LIST OF ESTABLISHMENTS: Art 12 of Reg. 854/2004 is the only legal 
basis for any establishments’ lists and it applies both to “new” and “updated”
lists (see points 4(a) and 4(b) of Art. 12).

The same document will be also available in the specific section of the 
SANCO-Europa website dedicated to the third country establishments lists 

(http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/establishments/third_country/index_en.htm).
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Exporting seafood to the EU 
A) LIST OF COUNTRIES: Commission Decision 2006/766/EC, ANNEX II
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Exporting seafood to the EU 

B) LIST OF ESTABLISHMENTS:
(http://ec.europa.eu/food/food/biosafety/establishments/third_country/index_en.htm)

.
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Exporting seafood to the EU 
AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS: 

The products coming from aquaculture within the EU and from any third 
country must broadly be equivalent in terms of animal health requirements. 

THE LEGISLATION COVERING AQUACULTURE PRODUCTS IS MADE OF THE 
FOLLOWING REGULATIONS: 

• Commission Decision 2003/858/EC laying down the animal health conditions and 
certification requirements for imports of live fish, their eggs and gametes 
intended for farming, and live fish of aquaculture origin and products thereof 
intended for human consumption; as amended by Commission Decision 
2004/454/EC. 

• The animal health conditions governing the placing on the market of aquaculture 
animals and products are defined in Directive 2006/88/EC. 
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Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

Article 1

Scope

1.This Decision establishes harmonised animal health rules for the 
importation of:

(a) live fish, their eggs and gametes, intended for farming in
the Community;

(b) live fish of aquaculture origin intended for restocking of
put-and take fisheries in the Community;

(c) live fish of aquaculture origin and products thereof,
intended for immediate human consumption or further

processing before human consumption.
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Article 3
Conditions for importation of live fish, their eggs and gametes intended for 
farming, and of live fish of aquaculture origin for restocking of put-and take 

fisheries, within the European Community

Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

1) Member States shall authorise the importation into their territory 
live fish, their eggs and gametes for farming only if:

(a) the fish originate in a territory listed in Annex I;

(b) the consignment complies with the guarantees, including 
those for packaging and labelling and the appropriate specific 
additional requirements, as laid down in the animal health 
certificate, drawn up in conformity with the model in Annex 
II, taking into account the explanatory notes in Annex III;

(c) the fish have been transported under conditions not altering 
their health status.



26-28 october 2011 Daruvar, Croatia

Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

Annex I
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Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination
Annex II

Annex III
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Article 3
Conditions for importation of live fish, their eggs and gametes intended for 
farming, and of live fish of aquaculture origin for restocking of put-and take 

fisheries, within the European Community

Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

2. Member States shall authorise the importation into their 
territory live fish of aquaculture origin, their eggs and gametes 
intended for direct restocking of put-and take fisheries only if:

(a) the consignment comply with the rules laid down in 
paragraph 1;

(b) the put and take fishery do not represent lakes or 
unenclosed waters
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Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination
Article 4

Conditions related to importation of live fish of aquaculture
origin for human consumption

(a) the consignment complies with 
the conditions laid down in Article 

3 paragraph 1 and Article 7 
paragraph 1 of this Decision; 

or

(b) the fish are sent directly to an 
approved import centre to be 
slaughtered and eviscerated.

Article 7
Certification

1. In the case of live fish, their eggs and 
gametes, the competent authority at the 

border inspection post in the Member 
State of arrival shall complete the 
document referred to in Annex of 

Commission Decision 92/527/EEC (1) 
with one of the statements laid down in 

Annex VI to this Decision as  
appropriate.
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Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

Annex VI
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Commission decision 2003/858/EC, close examination

Article 8

Preventing contamination of natural waters

1. Member States shall ensure that imported live fish of
aquaculture origin and products thereof intended for human
consumption are not introduced into, and do not contaminate

any natural waters within their territory.

2. Members States shall ensure that transport water from
imported consignments does not lead to contamination of

natural waters within their territory.
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Directive 88/2006, is already transposed and implemented into 
Croatian national legislation:

1.Veterinary Act (O.G. 41/07)

1.Ordinance (OG 42/08) /Council Directive 2006/88 EU – Animal 
health requirements for aquaculture animals and products thereof, and 

on the prevention and control of certain diseases in aquatic animals
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[…certain diseases in aquatic anima
Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

ANNEX  IV  - Part II    listed 
diseases
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination
Farm’s Health status, definitions: 
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

admitted commercial flo
ANNEX III,  PART A
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Farm’s Health status
Public 
water
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Farm’s Health status Unenclosed lake,
put-and-take 

fisheries
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Farm’s Health status

Unenclosed lake,
put-and-take 

fisheries
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Farm’s Health status

Unenclosed lake,
put-and-take 

fisheries
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Directive 2006/88/EC., close examination

Farm’s Health status

Closed lake,
put-and-take 

fisheries




